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Film captures exploration,
stories of HULA progra m
How to prepare for
the Nov. 6 elections
by LYNDSEY RUBLE
editor-in-chief
&

LEXI STUTZMAN
news editor

photo courtesy of MACKENZIE LEE
Students in Harding University's Latin America program traveled to Machu Picchu in Peru to explore, hike and film part
of the HULA documentary. The HULA documentary will premiere tonight at 7 p.m. at the Carmichael Community Center.

by HOLLYBOHNETT
student writer
An adventure that lasts three m onths is
hard to tell in a matter of minutes. A common
question during the first week of school is,
"How was your summer?" The response is
usually, "I t was great," and then both parties
move on with their lives. But once stories are
told and Facebook pictures are shown, the
interaction lasts longer than a walk-by greeting
in the cafeteria.
In order to tell a story few have experienced,
the never-before-seen HULA d ocumentary
will follow a dinner reception Friday, Sept. 7,
at the Carmichael Community Center. The
documentary will play on a large theater
screen from a projector to incorporate the
outdoors aspect of the Latin America program. In the case of rain, the premiere will
take place in the Administration A uditorium.
Harding alumni Mark Slagle, Nick Michael
and Tyler Jones spent the spring sem ester
with the HULA students in Chile to film and
produce the documentary. They intended
to return to the United States with footage
they could u se to create a film ab out the

international program and instead returned
-·-·
__.
with another story to tell.
'We looked at the whole semester and
tried to tell the story of the internatio n al
program as simply as w e co uld," Slagle
said. "With H U LA we looked at what it
m eans to be an explorer ... how we explore
as students and as p eople. And so we broke
up the sem ester into ... six different stories that
geographically travel across the continent, just
like the students do."
Slagle graduated fro m H arding in t he
spring of 2011 and was also a part o f the
production process for the Harding University
Greece and Florence program documentaries.
Several students in the C hile progr am
debuted in the film for extended periods of
time and were followed with a camera in order
to tell their overseas story. Junior Karissa Faulk
was one of the six featured in the documentary.
" I got to be u sed for the M achu Picchu
trip, which is the one I was looking forward to
the most," Faulk said. ' The video shows the
tangible existence o f my experience that is so
hard to tell with adequate words. We now have
our trip on video for the rest of our lives and
people will be able to ask questions and hear

stories from that"
The documentary will not only be a time for
students of the HULA program to reflect on
their sem ester abroad, but also a chance for
others wh o were not there to catch a glimpse
of their experiences.
The production team spent countless hours
filming overseas, but the work did not end once
they returned to the states.
" I t's m o n th s and months of work of
sh ooting and then trying to come back and
con struct all the pieces into something that
makes sen se," Slagle said. ''It's really obsessive
work and you're kind of stuck b ehind a computer screen."
International Programs said they hope
the premiere tonight will inspire students
to inquire about the oppor tunity to travel
overseas.
"That's really the purpose of this p roject
- to h elp show the transformation and
p ower that the international programs have
and to en courage other students to take part
in (it]," Slagle said. "So it will be cool to see
wher e it goes from here. It's fun to dream
it up. It's fun to shoot it. It's somewhat fun
to edit it, with the right amount of coffee."

Professor brings experience, two Emmys
by AERIAL WHITING
opinions editor

After 32 years working at KATV Channel 7
in Little Rock, Harding alumnus Tnn Hamilton
has r eturned to the university this fall to take
on a newly created position in the department
of communication as multimedia producer.
Hamilton will focus on Harding sports
production - overseeing the coverage of
games, staffing and helping expand sports
programming for TV16.
"I think [TV16's] vision is just a matter
of taking the programming o f Harding
sp o rts kind of to a new level, just d oing
more games, using more cameras at a game,
working in graphics, ... m ore instant replay
capability during the games," Hamilton said.
"It's like taking it up a notch ."
Hamilton went straight to work at Channel
7 after he graduated from Harding in May
1980. Hamilton said h e has "come full circle"

because h e worked his last day at Channel 7
on Aug. 24 and began working at the sch ool
o n Aug. 27. During his time at KATv, he
worked as a news editor, photographer and
new s producer. H amilto n w as the senior
new s photographer for the station at the
time h e left.
During his time at KATv, Hamilton had
the opportunity to follow a bus to ur Bill
Clinton held from N ew York to St. Louis
during his 1991 presidential campaign. H e
has also visited about 16 countries for his job
and even helped cover a story on H arding
University in Florence.
A s a Razo rbacks fan, Hamilton said his
No. 1 favorite assignment with Channel 7 was
when he helped cover the 1994 national champio n ship basketball game between D u ke
University and the U niversity of Arkansas.
Hamilton has also earned many accolades
throughout his time at KATY, including two
Emmys, two Edward R Murrow Awards and

20 Arkansas Associated Press awards.
Instructor of Mass Communication Ginger
Blackstone, who directs TVl 6, said TVl 6 was
glad to have Hamilton on board.
' W e're just really thrilled to have him,"
Blackstone said . 'W e're so excited. When
we saw his r esume p op up, I just kind of
stopped and wen t, 'Really?' We literally just
stopped and our jaws dropped. We were just
so amazed that his resume was in there."
H amilton said he felt he was at a good
point in his career to change positions.
"After 32 years at Channel 7 and with all
of the fun assignments I've had, I got to
thinking, 'Is there anything out there that I
didn't get to do, that I'd like to do, that would
b e worth plugging along longer, someday I'd
love to do this one more thing?'" Hamilton
said. "And to be very honest, I really couldn't
think of it. ... I just thought now is probably
a good time to complete the Channel 7 career
and m ove on to something else."

photo roundup: football scrimmage, officer open house, softball tryouts
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After the countless debates, the
neigh borly strife over yard signs and
both dramatic and harsh TV campaign
advertisem ents, the 2012 election will
all come down to a vote.
The youth vote will be of much
importance in the coming election.
Unfortunately, many young people
are not well informed or ready to
intelligently cast votes for choices that
will affect them nationally and locally.
It is vital for students to know how
to vote as well as who and what they
are voting for.
According to Associate Professor
of Political Science Steven Breezeel,
students need to realize voting requires
prior planning. In Arkansas, voters
have to register at least 30 days before
the election date.
"I like to encourage my students
to have done some research ahead
of time;' Breezeel said.
Breezed said that for this election,
votes will be cast for every member of
the House of Representatives, onethird of the Senate, governors and
other local elections of various types.
Members of the College Republicans chapter on campus are getting
involved during election season by
setting up booths in the student center
to help students register to vote as well
as providing absentee ballot forms.
Andrew Rivenbark is the president
of College Republicans.
"Searcy wouldn't be what it is without Harding University," Rivenbark
said. "So it's very important that the
Harding student body shows itself
as a political force."
Absentee ballots can also be found
through local county clerk's offices
or state websites. Absentee voting
is usually done by mail, so forms
should be completed and sent as
soon as possible.
Breezed said that ballots can be
confusing, but usually the clerks' office
and local newspaper print a sample
ballot to give voters a preview of
what they might see on election day.
Some of the issues Breezed said
he believes will be important are the
economy and social issues, .such as
gay marriage, gun control, abortion
and health care.
No matter what side of an issue a
voter stand s on, Rivenbark said there
is a need for students to express and
stand up for their beliefs. Rivenbark
said h e encourages students to start
other organizations and political
groups on campus.
"In the church we have different
views of the gray areas and I think
it's very important to not be polarized
by certain things," Rivenbark said .
"But we're human; w e're going to
have different opinions about certain
things."
Both Breezed and Rivenbark
encouraged students to get involved
in whatever way they can - whether
that be with a campus organization
or with Searcy politics.
''We want to be active in something that's so active in our lives,"
Rivenbark said.
Election Day is Tuesday, Nov. 6.
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Hong Kong,
Iceland added
to itineraries

BEYOll> TIE BUB8lE
LOS ANGELES- A wildfire
consumed more than 3,600 acres
in the Angeles National Forest
Tuesday, forcing thousands of
California residents to evacuate their
homes according to nyrimes.com

by CHAN HEE SONG
student writer
Harding University International Programs brought changes
to both Harding University in
England and Harding University
in Australia by adding side-trips
to Iceland and Hong Kong
for the first time respectively.
According to dean of International Programs Jeffrey Hopper,
the 10-day trip to Iceland will
complete the circle back to the
origins of the United Kingdom
in the areas of world exploration,
literature, folklore and history.
"Most important is the class
work that the students will do
before they go;" Hopper said.
"They will study all these areas
in addition to an added subject
that is normally not part of the
HUE program: geology."
Hopper said students attending
HUE this fall will study Iceland's
geothermal power, hydroelectric
power, geysers, glaciers, tectonic
plates and volcanoes.
''What they have studied in
the classroom in London will
take on a solid significance
when they see the land from
which all of this originated,"
Hopper said.
While London in itself is filled
with historical and literary sites
such as the N ational Gallery,
the West End Theatre District
and the British Museum, the
trip to Iceland will broaden
the students' appreciation for
earth sciences.
"I just returned from a preparatory visit to Iceland, and
the landscape is beautiful and
remarkable," Hopper said. "One
gets the feeling that the earth is
almost being born there."
Likewise, HUA has recently
added a five-day trip at the end
of the program. According to
Hopper, students will study the
history of Hong Kong, which
is in the middle of its transition
back to full Chinese control,
and take nature walks with an
Oxford-educated doctor of
ornithology and conservation.
Sophomore Hunter Beck,
who will be going to HUA in the
fall, said he is excited about the
new addition to the program.
''The neatest thing about the
study abroad progams is [getting] the chance to experience
different cultures," Beck said.
"Hong Kong is obviously very
different from anything you will
experience in the U.S."
In addition to the se two
major changes for the International Programs, the office has
implemented a price freeze on
overseas programs.
According to Hopper, anyone
who signs u1;2 by Dec. 15 can
participate in an international
program next school year including the summer for current
prices, without the normal 4-6%
price increase. Hopper said the
department s is working hard
to keep Harding's study abroad
programs affordable for students.

BANGKOK- The grandson of
the inventor of Red Bull energy
drink fled the scene after crashing
his Ferrari into a 1bai police officer
Monday, killing the officer. The
heir was taken in for questioning
after investigators traced a path
of oil from the crime scene to his
home according to nytimes.com.
ENTERTAINMENT- Actor
Russell Crowe hitched a ride with
the Coast Guard after getting
caught in the dark Monday while
kayaking with a friend off of New
York's Long Island according to
cnn.com.

photo by ASHEL PARSONS I Student Publications
Senior Hunter Wamack makes a splash as he dives to catch a Frisbee on the front lawn.
Torrential rain left many parts of campus underwater as the remainder of hurricane Isaac
swept through Searcy last Friday and Saturday.

'It Happened In Italy'
Author uncovers lost stories of the Holocaust, visits
campus, shares experiences with students abroad
byJESS BOYD
web editor
The author of "It Happened in
Italy: Untold Stories of How the
People of Italy Defied the Horrors
of the Holocaust" spoke on Aug 30
as a part of the LC. Sears Collegiate
Seminar Series. While researching
the book, Elizabeth Bettina made
five trips to Italy with survivors,
bringing them back to the villages
where they were interred.
Harding University in Florence

While we were on the
tour, I saw these two
old men who were
about 90 years old ...
after some translating
we found out that one
was a survivor from
Auschwi1z and another
was a survivor from
Dachau.
- Emily Davis,
junior
Director Robbie Shackelford said
his father read Bettina's book and
shared it with him. After reading
''It Happened in Italy," Shackelford
decided to add Campagna to HUFs
southern Italy trip in the fall of 2011.
The following spring, he invited
Bettina to accompany the group
to Campagna and guide the tour.
"I'm honored to have been
invited by Robbie Shackelford,"
Bettina said. "The trip to Campagna was fantastic and the bond
I formed with the students was
extraordinary. I'm glad to know
th at Campagna has become a

permanent stop on their itinerary
to the south."
Having Bettina give a guided
tour brought the stories of the
survivors closer to home for the
students. While walking through
the streets, the group stopped to
talk with residents of Campagna.
''The most memorable part of
the trip to Campagna was actually
talking to people who were around
during the rime that the internment
camp was happening," senior
Brandi Burton said. 'We talked
to about four people, who we
met on the streets of that town.
They were a little taken back by all
of these American students who
were walking around the town
of Campagna. It was also cool to
go through the discovery process
as Bettina did and unearthing
different information that might
not be known."
Junior Emily Davis said she still
remembers some of the personal
stories shared by the residents
of Campagna who lived during
World War II.
''While we were on the tour, I
saw these two old men who were
about 90 years old," D avis said.
"They didn't speak any English,
but after some translating we
found out that one was a survivor
from Auschwitz and anotherwas a
survivor from DachalL Because of
Elizabeth, I got to meet someone
who survived Auschwitz. She knew
everyone in Campagna and had a
personal piece behind every piece
of history."
Bettina first learned of the

Let your voice be heard.

photo by SAVANNAH LEE I Student Publications
Author Elizabeth Bettina spoke about her book " It Happened
in Italy" Thursday Aug. 30 in Cone Chapel.

concentration camps in southern
Italy after finding an old photo of
a rabbi standing on the steps of
the Catholic church in Campagna
where her grandmother was married
and baptized. The photo led her
to begin searching for survivors
from the area. The first survivor
she interviewed, Walter Wolfe, was
in the camp in Campagna.
• During the 1930s and 1940s,
foreign Jews m oved to Italy to
escape the religious persecution
going on in Germany, Austria
and France. However, after the
war broke out, the foreign Jews
in Italy were rounded up and sent
to camps.
"Italian run camps were not
concenttation camps:' Bettina said
'They were not death camps, they
were not starvation camps. They

were more like being detained. They
were different from German-run
camps. Most only had about 6070 people."
Many Italian citizens, police
officers, city officials and priests
risked their lives to help the Jews
in Italy escape.
Since the book's publication in
2009, more than 100 people have
contacted Bettina, because they
share the same story.
''What I find amazing is the
unexpected journey and people I've
met because of the book, including
Robbie Shackelford," Bettina said.
''When they asked me to come
to Harding's main campus, I had
never been to Arkansas. Without
this book, I wouldn't have been
able to meet all of these wonderful
students and people."
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f you were in a location
other than a cave this January, you know about the
Stop Online Piracy Act. Several
websites raised awareness of
SOPA, which aimed to increase
online censorship. The Internet community responded in
protest, clinging to a desire to
exercise freedom of speech.

If students are old
enough to drive several
hours from home and
attend an unfamiliar
school with several
hundred people they
have never met, they
should be old enough
to watch a film in its
raw form.
- Holly Bohnett,
CAB co-director
Similarly, Harding Campus
Activities Board realizes the
importance of showing a film
in its original form despite potential controversy. In the past,
CAB has shown the "Harding

tabitha vanscoy

guest
space

Michael Mare

We pledge to keep our eyes and
ears open to what our community has to say and hope that, in
return, that community will be an
interactive audience, sharing its
stories with us. We also pledge
to do the basics: report accurate
and relevant information, check
our facts, and share them in a
professional, integrable manner.
If you have any story ideas, questions,
icomments or concerns for the Bison staff,
please e-mail Lyndsey Ruble, the editorin-chief, at lruble@harding.edu
"The Bison(USPS 577-660) is published

weekly (except vacations, exams and
summer sessions), 18 issues per year, by
Harding University. Periodicals postage
paid at Searcy, Arkansas 72143. POSTMASTER: Send address changes to The
Bison, Harding University 11192, SEARCY
AR 72149-0001 "
L--~~~~~~~~~~~~
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words, attendance might have
decreased. In addition, movies
that CAB shows arrive weil
before students can rent them
on Redbox or N etflix.
If students are old enough
to drive several hours from
home and attend an unfamiliar
school with several hundred
people they have never met,
they should be old enough to
watch a film in its raw form.
When an 18-year-old freshman
becomes a 22-year-old intern
at a company, a black box will
not appear over his or her boss'
mouth while a high-pitched
beep drowns out the boss'
questionable words. Likewise,
it's not always necessary that
Harding remove scenes that are
inappropriate only for children.
And of course, CAB would
never dare approve of a movie
with excessive controversial
scenes or obscene language, so
the argument against censorship
is nearly pointless.
Showing uncensored movies
solves several issues that CAB
previously faced, like dodging
student complaints and showing
movies that students can enjoy
just as easily in the comfort of
their own dorm rooms.

HOLLY BOHNETI is a guest
contributor for the Bison.
She may be contacted at
hbohnett@harding.edu.

Learning from My Neon Shirt

Tabitha Vanscoy

At the Bison, it is our goal to
serve the Harding University
student body with integrity, truth
and open ears. However, we believe that meeting that goal is a
two-way street between our staft
and the public it serves.

appropriate" versions of films
sometimes several months
after they were released on
DVD because it took so long
to remove content that could
be considered offensive.
The new system tolerates
unedited films and keeps them
in their o riginal form. This
means CAB can show movies
like "The Hunger Games" and
"The Avengers" well before
they are released on DVD.
Students have provided a tremendous amount of feedback
on CAB movies, sometimes in
person and mostly via Twitter.
In past semesters, there were
complaints about the censorship
as well as the choice of films.
So far this semester, CAB has
not shown movies like "Kung
Fu Panda," which attracted a
highly specific demographic.
Working at CAB allows me
to observe the progression as
ideas turn into events and
those events evolve into even
better events. This is one of
the aspects that is sh owing
drastic improvement. The
movie system is one-third of
CAB because of the subtitle of
"Music. Movies. Events." It's
important to provide movies
that students care about. If CAB
continued to censor movies,
which often involved deleting
entire scen es or bleeping out

W

hen we are young,
we make mistakes.
No matter how small
or huge, all of them impact
our lives. Realizing that they
did make an impact on our
lives is important, and coming
to face them shows we have
matured.
When I was in eighth grade,
I had to wear a barf-like neon
green shirt. I didn't like it, but
I was required to wear it; it was
promoting a choir concert, and
it was for a grade. Thus I wore
a maroon hoodie to cover the
abominable shirt.
However, I did end up
taking off the hoodie. I was
in a high school classroom,
and there was a girl who was
talking about her " awesome"
shirt, but some of the boys
she was talking to said they
did not care for it.
I could not keep my mouth
shut as I listened. I told her
that her shirt did not fit her
correctly, and therefore it was
not becoming. The shirt was
indeed a lovely one, but as I
mentioned, it did not flatter

,.

her figure. For her that was no
small feat because she could
have looked amazing even in
a brown sack. I told her that
as well, and the others agreed.
When the conversation was
over, I decided to take off my
sweater because it was crazy-warm in the classroom. Bad
idea. My peers were stunned
into silence as they stared at
my shirt for choir, and then
they burst out laughing. I
h ad forgotten I was wearing
that menace of a shirt. They
asked how I could criticize the
other girl's shirt when mine
was a thousand times worse.
At least her shirt would look
good on someone else. Mine,
on the other hand, would not.
I tried to tell them I had to
wear it for choir, but it did
not get through to them and
I was embarrassed.
Needless to say, I never,
ever wore that shirt again. I
don't even recall what I did
with it. I wonder, looking back
at it, if I had worn a different
shirt, would my peers still have
laughed at me? I came to the
conclusion that it was the shirt
that was in the wrong, and if
I had worn a different one,
they at least would not have
laughed so hard.
Later, I realized that I was
hiding behind my choir shirt. I
blamed the shirt for my embarrassing moment, and through

that, I also blamed my choir
director for even thinking up
the shirts. I did not have to
wear it. I could have refused
to, and I should have accepted
the bad grade.

When we are young,
we make mistakes.
No matter how small
or huge, all of them
impact our lives. Realizing that they did
make an impact on
our lives is important,
and coming to face
them shows we have
matured.
- Tabitha Vanscoy,
junior
Realizing the mistakes you
made in your youth is what
growing up is all about - understanding that what you did
was not necessarily wrong but
that it certainly was not a wise
decision, either. As it was said
in chapel all of last week: "He
grew in wisdom and stature,
and in favor with God and
man." Don't hide behind your
bad choices. Accept them for
what they are, and then move
on. If you get stuck dwelling
on bad choices, you can only
have a negative attitude.

TABITHA VANSCOY is a
guest contributor for the
Bison. She may be contacted
at tvanscoy@harding.edu.

Putting First
Things First

I

love to stay busy. During summer breaks I tend to get restless
a few weeks after school lets
out, and when school is back in
session, I like to heap on the classes
and extracurricular activities. One
semester in high school I took
six AP c}asses and was in about
as many clubs. Fortunately, I've
relaxed since then, but generally
speaking, I am not content unless
I have work to do and plenty of it.
However, there is a glitch in
my desire for a full schedule: I
lack time management skills. My
instinct is to get small assignments or the assignments I really
like out of the way first and to put
off larger projects until I can do
them from start to finish in one
sitting. As a result, I have pulled
several all-nighters over the past
few years, and when each semester
reaches its climax - with final
exams, presentations and term
papers hitting all at once - my
stress level is higher than Mount
Everest. Not exactly a recipe
for joy.
By contrast, during the times
that I have successfully stuck to a
regimen of finishing my homework ·
and fulfilling my other obligations
in a timely manner, as well as
sleeping at normal times, I have
had the most amazing sense of
peace, energy and joy. I feel accomplished when I can strike items
off my "to-do" list and can enjoy
downtime with friends guilt-free
when I know I have already taken
care of my responsibilities.
The combination of reduced
stress and adequate rest means
that I get sick less often, concentrate better in class and work
more efficiently, which ultimately
boosts my academic performance
and frees up more time for me to
do the things I enjoy. Overall, I am
significantly happier when I stay
on top of my work rather than
struggling to balance my schedule
and keep from procrastinating.
After a less-than-smooth start
to this semester, I have made it
my goal to develop better time
management habits this fall. I
hope you do not struggle in this
area as I do and that you get all of
your work done in a timely, stressfree manner. If, h owever, you
can identify with my weakness, I
hope you will join me in striving
to apply the following principles,
which are foundational to time
management.
First, schedule your priorities.
Just like eating breakfast, lunch
and dinner, non-negotiables, such
as church, personal Bible study and
exercise, should be a fixed part of
your schedule.
Once your non-negotiables are
scheduled, rank the other items in
your planner from most important
to least important and complete
them in that order.
When planning how to tackle
long-term projects, break the
process into stages and set reasonable dates to have each part
completed, and try to finish the
projects before their deadline so
that you have more time to make
last-minute edits.
These common-sense guidelines can be challenging to put
into practice, _b ut the rewards of
applying them are huge. Chances
are that if you finish your most ·
important tasks before you do
anything else, you will save yourself
from much unnecessary stress
and will perform better in school.
You will be able to spend time
with friends and on your hobbies
without worrying about everything
you have to do later, and you will
probably be healthier too.

AERIAL WHmNG is the opinions
editor for the Bison. She may
be contacted at awhiting@
harding.edu.
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Are Guns
Necessary?

0

n July 20, a man entered a
movie theater in Colorado
and opened fire on hundreds
of people inside. The crowd, who
was packed in to watch "The Dark
Knight Rises," experienced the
indescribable horror of watching
12 people die. James Holmes, the
man arrested in connection with
the shooting, was charged with 24
counts of murder, two for each of
the people he killed, and 116 counts
of attempted murder.
On Aug. 5, a gunman entered a
Sikh Temple in Wisconsin. Wade
Michael Page killed six people and
wounded four others, including a
responding police officer. After the
violent attack, the self-proclaimed
white supremacist fatally shot himself in the head. The case is being
treated as domestic terrorism. Further investigation was turned over
to the FBI.
On Aug. 24, an ex-employee of
a New York City fashion company
pulled a gun from his suit and
opened fire in front of the Empire
State Building. The man, identified
as Jeffrey Johnson, killed one of his
former co-workers and wounded
nine others. When officers arrived
at the scene, Johnson turned his
weapon to fire at police. Police fired
14 rounds at the gunman before he
was finally shot and killed.
On Aug. 27, a 15-year-old student opened fire at his classmates
in the cafeteria of Perry Hall High
School. It was the students' first
day of school. One student was
injured. The shooter is said to have
been bullied and brought the gun
to school to teach his classmates a
lesson. He will be charged as an adult
in the shooting of his classmate. He
Facebook status on the morning of
Aug. 27 was "first day of school, last
day of my life."
I am telling these stories because
I am deeply disturbed. News of gun
violence has permeated the media
and the American mind lately. The
stories I mentioned above are the
ones that were sickly intriguing
enough to make it on the news. A
lot of gun violence goes unreported.
People get hurt, and sometimes die.
Yet some people still keep preaching the need for guns. First of all,
I want to clarify about the second
amendment to the Constitution.
It reads:
''A well regulated Militia, being
necessary to the security of a free
State, the right of the people to
keep and bear Arms, shall not be
infringed."
Notice the clause, "a well regulated Militia." When the amendment
was written, the fine citizens of
the United States were the Militia
of the United States. They did not
have the modern components that
make the United States the most
feared military force in the world.
Private citizens do not need guns
to protect our country anymore. Guns
are solely for personal purposes.
Yet people continue to stock up,
claiming that because they have a
right, the right should be exercised.
Honestly, I cannot write off the
recent horrific shootings. It is disheartening to see that people who
are mentally unstable, horribly racist
or 15 years old can get their hands
on a device that is used to kill.
All I am suggesting is that you
take the time to rethink the things
everyone has told you growing up.
This issue is not black and white, but
requires complex thought regarding
our current laws about gun control.
Moral of the story: We carry guns
in our pockets, lock them up in our
houses and preach the necessity of
doing so in order to stay safe. What
are we so afraid of?

LYNDSEY RUBLE is the editor-inchief for the Bison. She may be
contacted at lruble@harding.edu.

Ideas for Voting Smart
a coin in the ballot box before choosing a
candidate. So before you give up on voting
altogether, here are a few tips to help you
make your decision:
1. Do your research. It's not enough to
know which party each candidate represents;
it is important to know what candidates
personally stano for and to see whether
their values match yours. One way you can
f you have ever wanted to fast-forward do this is by taking VoteSmart.org's ''Vote
through this election year, you are not Easy" quiz, which will have you answer
alone. Just the thought of politics can questions about the economy, abortion,
be frustrating, even to those of us who feel national defense and other issues. The quiz
it is our duty as American citizens to vote. will then take your answers to match you to
While it is tempting to think that one vote the candidates that agree with you the most
will not affect the outcome of an election,
Also be sure that you are watching the
it can be even more tempting to give in to news and checking the facts and quotes
peer pressure and pick the candidate for you hear in stories. Some resources that
whom "everyone else" is voting, whether can help you sort the truth from fiction
or not you know anything about him or her. include Politifact.com, FactCheck.org and
But for many of you reading this, Nov. WashingtonPost.com's Fact Checker.
2. Realize that no candidate is perfect. It
6 will mark your first presidential election.
For some of you, this will be your first is highly unlikely that any of the presidential
chance to affect the future of our country. candidates are people who agree with you
The fact that you have a say in what our on all of the issues that are most important
country will look like during the next four to you, but that does not mean that you will
years is an exciting concept, and it is worth not find someone for whom you can feel
your doing something other than flipping good about voting. Even if your favorite ·

maddi nelson
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contender ends up in the White House, he
or she will still make mistakes. Do not look
at the election as a battle between some
heroic, flawless candidate and an evil villain
who seeks to rain chaos over our nation; be
realistic and realize that all the contenders
seek to do good for America. It is up to you,
the voter, to discern which of the candidates'
plans will do the most good.
3. Seek God's wisdom. No, the Bible
does not have anything to say directly about
Obamacare or Afghanistan, but it can serve
as a guide to some of the issues under debate. And you can always pray that God will
guide you to the politician whose ideals are
most in line with yours and will do the most
good for America. Remember that there is
no Bible verse that says, "Thou shalt vote
for so-and-so," but it does say that whoever
does anything against his or her conscience
sins. So do not vote in the name of peer
pressure; vote in the name of God, and pray
that His will be done through whoever sits
in the Oval Office next January.

MADDI NELSON is a guest contributor
for the Bison. She may be contacted
at mcampbe4@harding.edu.
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What It Was, Was Football
I
michael

t has been a sad year for American
icons. At the end of last month,
when the celebrated astronaut Neil
Armstrong slipped the bonds of earth at
age 82, our nation lost a humble pioneer,
a man whose "small step" left the first
human footprint on the moon. Fans of
popular music are still mourning the
death in February of mega-star Whitney
Houston, whose soaring voice left its own
imprint on the culture. Children who loved
"Where the Wild Things Are" will miss
Maurice Sendak, the artist who helped
tame their nightmares. New Year's Eve
will never be the same without America's
oldest teenager, Dick Clark. And the world
felt a little less safe on July 3, when Andy
Griffith laid down his badge at 86.
While the late North Carolina actor was
best known for keeping law and order in
Mayberry as Sheriff Andy Taylor, he was
once a stand-up comedian. In a classic
five-minute bit titled ''What It Was, Was
Football," Griffith milked his Southern
accent and pretended to be a hayseed
who had stumbled into his first football
game. Trying to explain what looked to
him like a bunch of men fighting over a
pumpkin in a cow pasture, the humorist
just couldn't understand why men would
want to stomp, kick and fight each other
over something that was too tough to eat
"They kicked it the whole evening, and it
never busted," he mused. What Abbott
and Costello had done for baseball with
their "Who's on First?" skit, Andy Griffith
did for the NFL.
While the campus was largely quiet this
summer, Harding lost a legend of its own.
Coach John Prock spent 28 years of his

claxton
career in Searcy. From 1960 to 1987, he
shaped the lives of Bison football players,
teaching them as much about life as he
did about blocking. When he died in July
at the age of 83, the auditorium of the
Westside Church of Christ was filled with
men in their 40s, 50s, 60s and 70s - all
brought together to honor the man who
had pushed them to "Be the best" Whether
the team was winning or losing, Prock had
modeled perseverance, spiritual discipline
and integrity, standing tall as the kind of
man he wanted his players to become. And
they loved him for it.
I wish I could say I knew the man,
but when I came to Searcy in 2003, the
retired coach was already fighting the
disease that would take his life. So there
are hundreds of people who could write a
more personal tribute. But what I learned
at his funeral gave me a deeper respect
for his character and the effect he had
on others. A member of several Halls of
Fame, a four-time National Association of
Intercollegiate Athletics Coach of the Year
and Dean of the Arkansas Intercollegiate
Conference, John Prock was justly proud
of his career successes. But he was much
prouder of the legacy that cannot be put
in a trophy case: a 64-year marriage to
his wife, Charlene; three children, eight
grandchildren, three step-grandchildren

and 10 great-grandchildren; and a legion
of former players who took to heart his
gridiron lessons and grew into men of
honor and purpose. That is the legacy of
a life well lived.
Coach Prock was a builder. He built a
weight room for his football players, back
in the days before strength training was
widely practiced among athletes. He was a
skilled woodcarver, and he built everything
from furniture to boats. He was especially
proud of an authentic 19th-century log
cabin that he relocated to his backyard
from Mount Vernon, Ark, and restored by
hand. But even more important, he built a
family, a football program and a reputation
for Christian discipline. He built trust with
his fellow soldiers in the Korean War, and
trust among the players who later looked to
him for guidance. At his memorial service,
one man after another stood to share what
the coach had meant to him. Volunteers
who had faithfully ministered to Charlene
and John during his illness bore testimony
to a life of service that had inspired their
service in return.
In fact, the best things that he built will
last into eternity. I'm thankful to God for
our current coaches who follow his model
and for today's students, who never knew
Coach Prock, but who live and learn in a
place that bears the imprint of men and
women like him. As Harding faces this
transition year, may we honor the past as
we look forward. We are indeed blessed.

MICHAEL CLAXTON is a guest
contributor for the Bison. He may be
contacted at mclaxto 1@harding.edu.
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Out
of left
field

Woo Pig
What?
When I arrived at Harding
last year I cared about two
sports leagues: the MLB and
the NFL. College athletics
had never crossed my mind.
Period.
But then the South hit
me. Because, apparently,
people care a lot more about
college football down here
than in Chicago.
The first time I read
''Woo Pig Sooie!" and saw
#WPS trending on Twitter,
I thought that it was some
type of pork dish. It sounded
Asian maybe.
But the more I thought
about Asin food from the
South, the more it didn't
make sense.
So I asked what it was,
and one of my best friends,
a die-hard Razorback fan,
quickly corrected my embarrassed self.
A couple of months
later we went to a concert
at Arkansas State University-Jonesboro and upon
seeing the bright red
''Welcome to ASU" sign, I
yelled out ''Woo Pig Sooie!"
thinking that I had finally
gotten so mething rig ht
about college football. I
mean, how many big red
colleges could there be in
Arkansas?
Apparently more than
one, and I had chosen the
wrong one.
It was worse than mixing
up Kojies and Zeta Rho.
The whole car burst into
laughter and I was shamed
into silence.
I've learned since then,
and have thus begun my
first season of following
the SEC. I admit, I still care
more about the White Sox
and the MLB right now, but
with the high population of
Hog fans in Arkansas, this
could change.
I also decided a few things
about college sports. First
off, even though I am from
Chicago I couldn't care less
about any Illinois colleges. I
know so much more about
the SEC than whatever
conference is up north.
I'm also planning on
training my little brothers
to be Razorbacks fans.
All that being said, I now
know enough to make a
few basic predictions about
the SEC.
I don't think Auburn is
going to have a great year.
It's just been going downhill
ever since quarterback Cam
Newton left for the Panthers
two years ago.
I thought the Razorbacks
would have a chance at the
SEC championship, and if it
was just up to their offense
they could have it down pat.
Butwhen they letJacksonville
State University score 24 on
Saturday, it made me doubt
their defensive abilities a
little bit.
Anyways, if you live in
the South you better follow
college sports. If you don't,
well, good luck finding a
different conversation topic
on any given Razorbacks
game day.
And just remember, ASU
is not woo pig sooie. And
pig sooie is not food.

ALEXIS HOSTICKA is
sports editor for the
2012-2013 Bison.
She may be contacted at
ahostick@harding.edu.
Twitter. @ale:xis_hosticka
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Ready for retaliation
Football team prepares
to face UNA after last
season's 8-point defeat
byALEXISHOSTICKA
sports editor
When Biso n football
faced University of North
Alabama last fall, they fell
short by eight points.
But Harding has a chance
to retaliate o n Saturday
when they take o n UNA
on the road for their first
game of the season. Last
season, second-ranked UNA
scored two touchdowns in
the fourth quarter, taking
away the Bison 's six-p oint
lead.
Harding is 5-7 against
UNA, but both teams are
expected to be stronger this
year. This is especially true
for the Bison defense, where
seven of its nine returning
starters are seniors.
"It's our first game so
we are de finitely ready to
hit some people that wear
a different color than us,"
said sophomore slotback
Jason Oller: ''We understand
UNA is a good team but
we are confident in what
we d o and we expect to
come back with a victory."
UNA finished last season
with a record of 9-3 and
the Bisons went 4-7.
This season the Bisons

are aiming to reduce the
number of turnovers, as
last year that cost the team
a number of games.
Junio r center Dallon
Hudson is confident in the
team's abilities.
"As long as we come out
and do what we know we
can do, we will come out
with a win," Hudson said.
''We have a lot of starters
back this year, which will
bring a lot of experience
to the field."
H owever, sophomore
fullback Donatella Lucket
said the team does not expect to win without a fight.
" We, as a team, pack
up and travel to UNA and
battle for our brothers and
come out of the dog fight
with a victory," Lucket said.
Last season the Bisons
went 3-3 in the first season
in the Great American
Conference. The football
team led NCAA Division
II with an average 360.9
rushing yards per game last
season and led the GAC in
both total offense and total
defense.
UNA had their season
opener last week where they
fell 31-30 to Miles College
by a two-point conversion

photo courtesy ofJEFF MONTGOMERY I Harding Public Relations
Red-shirt freshman quarterback Zach Abney sprints down the field during
the Bison football scrimmage on Aug. 25.
in the fin<!l 16 seconds of new turf is not until Sept. which Oller said he "really
29 at 6 p.m. against East does believe we can achieve."
the game.
This is the latest the Central University.
Hudson put it simply:
Over the course of the "Our goal is to come out
Bisons have played a season
o pener since 1985. Their season the Bisons are aiming and lay it all on the line
first home game on the for a national championship, every game."

Frisbee teams
aim to top last

year's rankings

photo by ASHEL PARSONS I Student Publications
Freshman Kristen Lester fields a ground ball at preliminary tryouts for the
new Harding softball team on Sept. 4, which will officially begin next year.

Softball team on deck
by TRACY MARE
student writer
For almost 25 years, Harding's athletics
department has been lacking one thing: a
women's softball team. Although Harding
boasted a winning softball program in the
1980s, it unfortunately had to be terminated after other schools in the conference
dropped their programs.
Beginning in the fall of 2013 however,
Hardi.rig is re-creating the program under
the guidance of athletics director Greg
Harnden and head coach Phil Berry, in
hopes of establishing it as a powerhouse
in the Great American Conference.
"'The opportunity to return to my alma
mater and integrate faith, learning and living
through our softball experiences is a special
one," Phil Berry said. ' 'We have already
had tremendous interest from stud ents
on campus and from prospective future
students who want to be a part of our
program and begin 'laying the foundation'
for softball. Starting from scratch will be
very exciting for all involved."
Phil Berry's daughter, freshman Stephanie
Berry, is hoping to pitch for the Lady Bisons.
"It definitely made Harding more attractive to me when I was deciding between
schools," Stephanie Berry said. "I'm hoping
we'll just have a successful first year with
good building blocks to go off 0£"
With her dad coaching, Stephanie Berry
said she is excited to have her family nearby:
"People make jokes about it, but I'm

really h appy that he has his dream job,"
Stephanie Berry said.
In anticipation of the addition of a softball team, Harding is building a field where
the Lady Bisons can practice and compete.
Located close to the baseball stadium and
tennis complex, this new stadium will be
easily accessible for students who want to
come out and watch all the action unfold
on game days.
''I think adding the program is great,"
sophomore Tyler Curtis said. ''I've heard of
girls not coming to Harding because they
really wanted to continue playing softball
in college. This will be a great way to bring
people to Harding."
On Sept. 4, Harding held preliminary
tryouts for the team. Approximately 30
current students turned up at the intramural
fields to showcase their skills and try for
a position on the team. Phil Berry pulled
aside about 12 girls after this tryout that
he spoke with about continuing on in the
process.
He said if that had been the final tryout,
they would be the 12 on the team However,
no thing is definite at this point.
Sophomore Kinsey Beck, a high school
state-champion from Alabama, was one of
those 12 pulled aside.
"I think it's a great opportunity for
Harding to start a program like this;' Beck
said. ''I think it will give me a good chance
to finally accomplish what I have worked
toward since I was five years old, playing
college ball."

by MATT CHAFFIN
asst. sports editor

the larger players, this year
the edge is corning from the
other end of the spectrum.

From the Rhodes &N.idies
to the screaming supporters
of club sports, Harding
University athletics carry
a large following. However
Harding's most successful
athletic team often flies
under the radar of many
fans as it is not even an
official Harding sport.
The Bison's Apocalypse
Ultimate Frisbee was ranked
#1 in the nation throughout
most of last season, while
the Lady Bisons team is
bringing in a group of
newcomers that hope to
continue to strengthen the
team with depth.
For the Apocalypse
Ultimate Frisbee team, one
of the biggest things that
sets them apart from other
Harding athletic teams is
their competition. While
other Bison teams compete
Division II, Apocalypse is a
Division I competitor, and
a legitimate competitor at
that. Last year was one full
of heartbreak for the men
of Apocalypse after being
ranked as the top team in the
country but failing to win
a National Championship.
However, according to team
leader senior Taren Goins,
last year's heartbreak does
not define this year.
"We got caught up in all
the rankings and hype of
our team that we felt like we
were entitled to something
last season," Goins said.
"This year we are going to
reflect back on our woes
of last year and look to
improve as a team."
While the strength of
last year's team was often

Three seniors who graduated
last spring were more than 6
feet tall, but this year's roster
is built from smaller, more
agile players.
"We have obtained a
very speedy and athletic
team, and we are focused
on being a much better
in-shape squad that will
run a very fluid offense,"
Goins said.
Apocalypse finished
last season winning with a
record of 14-1.
As for the women's ultimate Frisbee team, their
strength comes in sheer
numbers and depth. There
are many newcomers to the
team along with a strong
core of veterans that give
the team an edge, according
to team leader senior Sarah
Hansen.
"One strength we have
this year is in sheer numbers," Hansen said. ''We
have many rookies coming
in with natural talent and
veterans who have put in
a lot of work to improve
their own skill. Overall, I
think the depth of our team
will be our strong point."
However, while the
depth of the roster looks
to be the key strength for
the team, Hansen also feels
like exuding sportsmanship
and a Christ-like attitude
in competition can be an
effective way to help build
the chemistry needed to
bring the team together
with so many newcomers.
''We want to focus on
being examples of Christ
to every team we come in
contact with," Hansen said
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Rugby starts up with student coach
by LEXI STUTZMAN
news editor
The Harding rugby team
hadits fustprnctice lastTuesday
under the leadership of new
student-coach and captain,
senior Hayden Dorsett.
The club has been coached
by students since it formed.
Last spring, Dorsett began
learning the ropes of coaching
and preparing to step up to
the position.
"It's a little intimidating,"
Dorsett said 'lust the mental
preparation and getting ready
[to coach]. Now this whole
team, this whole season is
relying on me to prepare
them for it"
Dorsett began playing
rugby his freshman year at
Harding. D orsett said that
most guys who come out
for the Harding team have
little prior experience play-

ing rugby, just like himself
freshman year.
Sophomore rugby player
Kevin Bolivar said one of the
biggest challenges is training
players, many of who have
football backgrounds, to pass
the ball backwards.
Bolivar said Doi:sett's coaching reflects that of last year's
student coach, Robbie Cribb,
who helped prepare D orsett
for the position through the
training techniques he learned
as player for the Cayman
Island national rugby team.
"[Hayden] learned a Jot
from Robbie," Bolivar said.
"Him and Robbie were
really good friends. Robbie
had excellent coaches in the
Cayman Islands so a lot of
the drills he learned, a lot
of technique he learned,
he would implement here.
He teaches rugby the way
he learned rugby and we

of Students David Collins to
help Harding athletic clubs
cover some of their expenses.
Dorsett said the team has
worked the concession stmds
of theHarclingAcademyand
Harding football games to
cover expenses ~d they will
continue to do so this year.
It is the team's passion for
the game that keeps them
motivared to continue learning

photo by ASHEL PARSONS I Student Publications
Sophomores Greg Lampley (left) and Kevin Bolivar (center) work on rugby
drills at practice with senior Bailey Gammil (right).
practiced rugby the way he
practiced rugby. He always
taught us to be gentlemen
when we play because that's

what the sports about."
Dorsett has also taken on
the responsibility of helping
the team.raise funds. Acconiing

Students leading new
sports show for TV 1 6
byAMYMARE
multimedia editor

depth coverage of teams on
the rise," Petree said. "Our
ultimate goal is to have a live,
college game day type show
in front of the stadium for
the last home football game."
T h ey are excited ab out
what the show will bring.
"Harding is unique in
that it can even offer us an
opportunity like this, and
I can't wait to see how the
show progresses over the
semester," Jones said.
Communication instructor
Ginger Blackstone is excited
for the show to begin as well.
"We've done sports shows
in the past and I'm really ex-

to D orsett, the rugby team is
receiving school funding this
year for the first time as part
of a budget passed by D ean

and performing on the field.
''It's all about thetove of
the game;• Dorsett said 'The
guys that are on the team and
stay with it throughout the
year, they do it because they
love playing rugby and we
do it for each other because
we want to better our team,
we want to raise money for
o ur team and we want us
to grow."
The first home game is
Sept. 29 against University
of Memphis.

Predictions for U.S. Open

cited about bringing it back,"
Blackstone said. "I hope
its a show we can continue
producing each semester
with new students."
Petree said he hopes for
the show to continue even
after he graduates.
They have not chosen a
name for the show yet, but
are brainstorming.
'We want the name to
captivate the audience and be
exciting forviewers; something
that will make them excited
about sports and want to
watch," Jones said.
The first episode is set to
air Sept. 11 on TV16.

Students from the Department of Communication are
heading up a new television
show featuring all of the
different sports on campus.
The show, spearheaded by
senior broadcast journalism
majors Morgan Jo n es and
Brian Petree, will recap the
week's spotting events and
most exciting club games.
Working with the communication department's
TV16 students have many
opportunities to obtain real
life experience.
"Sports are a major part
of every college, and we have
the ability and opportunity to
really do some things other
schools couldn't even dream
up;' Petree said.
Their plan is to start with
volleyball, football and soccer,
as well as the opening club
and intramural sports.
Jones and Petree encourage anyone to be involved.
The show will work with
reporters who go out to film
games. The team will bring
the footage back to pull out
the highlights, record standups in the studio and edit it
together. The show will then
photo by CHANEY MITCHELL IStudent Publications
air weekly on TVl 6.
"I'm m ost excited that Sophomore Natalie Smith mans the camera for a
it's real life: we will have in new show on TV16 featuring only Harding sports.

Each year
as the e nd
of August
nears, the
U.S. Open is

just beginning
at Flushing
Meadows in
New York
City. The U.S. Open is o ne of the four
G rand Slams in tennis, which are the
most prestigious tennis tournaments o n
the planet.
As it begins, hundreds of thousands
of fans rush to Flushing Meadows, where
th e annual event is h eld. Each fan in
attendance h as only one big question in
mind: who will win it all?
First, we will look at the men who are
capable of sn atching the title. Of course
one cannot overlook curren t world No.1
Roger Federer. Fresh off his record 17th
Gran d Slam title at Wimbledon in July
and a finals appearance in the Gold medal
match at the O lympics, Federer is brimming
with confidence and is playing some of
the best tennis of his career.
However, he has hefty opposition. O ne
of his possible roadblocks com es in the
form of G reat Britain's golden boy Andy
Murray. While Murray was beaten by Federer in the Wimbledon final, he turned it
around and was the victor in their most
recent meeting in the Gold Medal match
at the Olympics. Murray is playing with
newfound aggression and is trying his
hardest to win his first G rand Slam title.
Another player in the mix is Novak
Djokovic. He is the defending champion
at The Open and is currently in good form
looking to avenge some recent losses to
other top men in the game. Rafael Nadal

is ou t with a knee injury, leaving perhaps
a slot open for Juan Martin del Potro to
have a shot at the championship. He h as
won h ere before and, since coming back
from a wrist injury, has only been improving
this year. He is a big hitter and if o n his
game, it will be tough for anyone to get
in his way of the trophy.
On the women's side, there is one
dominant force that appears to be making
a b eeline for the U.S. Open Championship. This force is none other than Serena
Williams.
She recently put a strangleh old on the
women's game as she took the Wimbledon
title in July and the singles and doubles
Gold Medal at the O lympics. She is playing
with amazing focus and passion, and her
serving has b een impeccable.
If anyone is to take her out they will
h ave to p lay the match of their life. Maria Sharapova is also looking for a title
here, which would be h er secon d. She is
playing well and seems as focused as ever,
but p erhaps current world No.1 Victoria
Azarenka could stop h er. Azarenka h as
been on fire this year, and although she
has cooled as of late, she is still playing
excellent tennis.
One other female who is hungry for
the title is Samantha Stosur. She won it
in a fantastic, drama-filled match last year
and is looking to defend h er title.
If I were to bet on it, I would say
that we are going to see a Roger Federer
men's champion, while Serena Williams
will take the women's. Only these next
few d ays will tell who has the strength
and the will-power to go all the way, and
who will rise above the rest to claim one
of the most prestigious tournaments the
sport h as to offer.

Molly Elliot

Nick Ray

(Track)

(Soccer)

(Soccer)

(Soccer)

(Basketball)

Firehouse Subs

Fuji...
Yum Yum Sauce!

Chili's, the cajun
chicken pasta
is the best!

Which Wich

Hey, Arnold

Power Rangers

Tom & Jerry,
and still is.

Scooby-Doo

Finding Nemo,
but eve!}' Disney
movie is awesome

The Lion King

The feeling I get in
the morning, the
excltment never
" gets old.

The fact that we
dOQ't have (.!ractice

I don't have any,
at/east no that
I know of.

Undisputed Settlers
of Catan champion

Lauren Scharf Gherig Haberstock Weston Jameson

Our tXthletes' Views
on Pop Culture

\ill

' Whaf is your favorite
,,place to eat in Searcy?
What was your favorite
TV show as a kid?
Do you have a favorite
Disney movie?
What's' your favorite
thing about gameday?
,,, Do you have any
t" quirky talents?

My Favorite
is Froyo.
The Rugrats, but
recess was a
must watch.
How am I supposed
to pick?? I guess
The Uon King or
The Uttle Mermaid.

Tarzan

Mu/an

The atmosphere
The feeling after the
when we have
game that you left
family gets to come a huge crowd cheering.
everytihng on the field.

I like when my

I can run on the hottest
day of summer and my
armpits will not sweat,
so I guess thats a talent

I can do complex
m ath p roblems
in my head

I don't think I do.

m
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Teammates baptize new recruit
by SAVANNAH LEE
asst. photographer
Freshman Bison football player DeMarcus Murphy was baptized Saturday Aug. 25
in the presence of the entire Bison team.
Murphy, recruited from Bentonville,
Ark., arrived on campus Aug. 10 to meet
the team for the first time. The Bisons'
Head Football Coach Ronnie Huckeba
said the team spent a lot of time together
at fall camp before school started, getting
to know each other quickly.
Assistant Coach Dr. Clay Beason,

Murphy's position coach, said that in
their position groups they had talked
about maturing, discipline, success and
honoring God.
"I think [the discussions] have been
really meaningful to these players mainly
because they are coming from other players," Beason said.
Murphy said he had friends and family
back home that had talked to him about
baptism and sparked his thoughts on the
subject. He said his mother was a major
influence in his decision, just by talking
with him and encouraging him.

When Murphy decided to get baptized,
he asked Beason to be the one to baptize
him. The two of them sat down and
talked about the decision to be sure it
was what Murphy wanted. When he said
it was exactly what he wanted they found
a time between pictures and scrimmages
to go to the pool.
Immediately following team pictures,
everyone hustled to the pool for the baptism
After he was baptized he said everyone was
hugging and congratulating him. Murphy
said it felt great to have his team support
him and be there for his baptism.

"I felt like I was important," Murphy
said. "It truly meant a lot to me."
Beason and Huckeba both said that
events like this remind them of why they
are coaching.
"You get so busy with football. .." Beason
said. "You're just going and going and feel
like I've got to do something to make us
better on the field. And then you get a guy
who makes a decision that really matters
and it just puts things back in perspective...
you know that's why you're a coach. It's
not to win 'X' amount of games. It's to
change lives."
'

On the road to
recovery
by CHANEY
MITCHELL
asst. photographer
The highway is a dangerous
place, and there are always
concerns when driving back
to schoo~ most people make
it back to campus safely, but
others do not and end up in
the hospital.
Mary Samoei, a Harding
international student originally from Eldoret, Kenya,
was riding back to campus
from Alabama with friend
Felix Martim and roommate
Ryspei Sirma when the three
were in a c.ar accident Martim
was trying to adjust the air
conditioning when he lost
control of the car. The car
flipped four rimes on the side
of the road and left Samoei
unconscious and injured The
other two made it through the
accident without any harm
but Samoei had been in the
backseat without a seatbelt.
Samoei was airlifted to
the University of Alabama
Hospital in Birmingham with
a broken neck. Doctors faced
a decision between surgery
and attaching a "halo" to
Samoei to keep her neck and
head in place while healing.
According to Pat Rice, a fonner
nurse for the university, the
doctors chose the halo since
they thought Samoei was a
young, healthy girl who could
recover quickly.
Once Samoei was released
from the hospital, she returned
to Searcy and began searching
for an ortho-spinal doctnrwho
would take her as a patient.
The search was difficult There
were four possible doctors
Samoei could see, but not
until around October, and
she needed attention in July.
With the help of Rice as
well as Th:Jim Citty, a member
of the American Board of
Family Practice, Samoei was
able to get in touch with Dr.
St.even Cathey; an ortho-spinal
doctor in Little Rock, who by
description seemed a Godsend
to Samoei and Rice.
"lTh: Cathey] is one of the
best ortho-spinal doctors in
Arkansas .. . also he is a fun
doctor, and when you are
seriously injured like Mary
you don't want to go in and
somebody's real stern and
serious, but he's just fun,"

Rice said ''We just really love
Dr. Cathey."
Rice described Cathey as
the "fun doctor" many times
and spoke very highly of his
demeanor and the attention
he gave to Samoei. Cathey
informed Samoei that she
was fortunate that in her
accident her heaa moved
back and forth and not side
to side as that would have
killed her.
While in the halo she was
unable to perform everyday
tasks for herself and needed
the assistance of friends. She
stayed with her cousin, Julius
Koszei, who had originally
gotten Samoei in touch
with Rice.

"Every single
day my friends
would come to
visit me, and
I don't think I
even had an
hour of staying
by myseff; I felt
like I was well
taken care of."

photo by HILLARY MILLER I Student Publications
Junior Jimmy Devine, senior Daniel Mata, and j uniors Max Michael and Matthew Shanklin take advantage of
Harding's updated bike t rail o n Wednesday afternoon. The group makes use of the trail on most evenings.

-Mary Samoei,
Senior
Every day for seven weeks,
friends would come and help
Samoei by making food for
her, helping her shower and
performing basic tasks for
her. Samoei could not even
sleep lying down, but had
to sleep in a recliner. Koszei
even gave her a haircut since
she could not wash her hair.
''I wasn't feeling like I was
lonely because my cousin
was there and my friends,"
Samoei said. "Every single
day my friends would come
to visit me, and I don't think
I even had an hour of staying
by myself; I felt like I was
well taken care 0£"
The first two weeks of
school Rice had to follow
Samoei around and help her
carry books and her backpack.
Students in her classes had
to help take notes for her
as she was unable to write.
Now in a neck brace,
Samoei is much more mobile and able to take care of
most basic things. She still
has assistance from Rice and
returns to the doctor Sept.
11 when she will hopefully
be taken out of her brace.

UPDATED
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FITNESS OPPORTUNITIES IN SEARCY

If at first you don't succeed, t ry, try, triat hlon
by HANNAH ROBISON
student writer
One unique podcast changed
the course of sophomore Molly
Harris' summer. Listening to a
sports report in May, she heard the
story of an athlete that performed
a triathlon while juggling. That is
when she decided to set a goal to
compete in her first triathlon this
fall - minus the juggling.

After spending 15 weeks training
and preparing in her hometown of
Terre Haute, Ind, Molly competed
in her first triathlon on Sept. 1 in
Bentonville, Ark.
Sponsored by the community
of Bentonville, the first annual

TRIFEST for MS was held Aug.
31 -Sept. 2, in order to benefit
the University of Arkansas for
Medical Sciences' multiple sclerosis research department. Molly
participated in the sprint triathlon
that consisted of 500 m eters of
swimming, 15.1 miles of biking
and 3.1 miles of running.
Molly spent her summer working with her brother, senior Grant
Harris, at a warehouse and devoted
the rest of her time to gain the
strength and endurance the race
would demand. She explained that
sh e chose to train for the event
because it was a good combination and variety of the exercises
she wanted to do during summer

I'

break. Of the three segments of
the event, she favored swimming
because it was the shortest.
She spent six days each week
swimming, biking and running.
" I'm a lot stronger than I
was," she said. " It has also really
increased my focus in different
things. You have to be able to
focus on what you're doing."
Molly explained that biking was
the most difficult area for her to
master. After hitting a plateau at
eight miles, she said it took nearly
a month to ride further.
T hrough the support of her
parents and brother, she dedicated
her time and abilities to fulfilling
her goal.

" It was interesting that sh e
decided to stick with it," G rant
H arris said. "She's never tried
an ything like this b efore. I'm
impressed that she stuck with it
all the way."
Grant motivated his sister after
returning from their 12-hour days
of work to simply "get out there
and do it."
Molly's mindset entering the
triathlon was to concentrate on
completing instead of placing.
"No matter how long it takes
me, I'm going to finish it," she said.
Molly's parents also encouraged
her throughout the entire process.
With her dad's help of mapping
out bike paths, she said that each

l

night her mom would cheer her
on as she rode past their home.
The two drove from Indiana to
join their son as they all watched
her compete.
Though the experience was
physically exhausting, Molly said
that she never imagined she would
actually be able to do it.
''I was reminded frequently of
Romans 5:3-4, where Paul talks
about [how] suffering produces perseverance; perseverance,
character; and character, hope,"
she said. "Training gave me a real
world example of what it's like to
go through all of the stages of that
process and that's definitely been
applicable in my spiritual journey."
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'Duck Dynasty'
The eccentric family with Harding
connections returns for season two
by KYLE REEVES
student writer

"The Duck Commander is back,
Jack." A&E's overnight sensation "Duck
Dynasty" is gearing up a for second season, set to air early October. This reality
TV show centers on the Robertsons, a
Louisiana bayou family who runs the
multi-million dollar duck call corporation "Duck Commander." However,
Duck Commander is not your regular
corporation; the Robertsons throw away
the suit and tie, clean shaven and highly
sophisticated stereotype associated with
business owners. This family is "camo"
laden, heavily bearded and 100% redneck
to the bone.
The ''Duck Commander'' himself, Phil
Robertson, began the company back in
the 1970s, and since then the company
has skyrocketed into a successful corporation. After 25 years of crafting calls
and running the business, Phil passed
the reigns of the corporation down to
his son Willie Robertson, who attended
Harding for a time. Working with Willie
at the Duck Commander Headquarters
in West Monroe, La., are Willie's brother
Jase, Phil's brother and Willie's Uncle Si,
as well as Justin Martin and John Godwin, neither of whom are related to the
Robertsons.
Though the Robertsons gained their

popularity and prowess through their
duck calls, the show itself focuses more
on their rambunctious and downright
redneck lifestyle. Highlights of the first
season of the show were Willie using
dynamite to remove a beaver dam, the
construction of a flag-football field for
an annual family rivalry game, a nighttime
raid of the local golf course to bag frogs
to fry, a facial-hair-filled-tea party and a
multitude of attempts to extract honey
from an active beehive.
Perhaps the most fulfilling part of the
show is the family's deep religious roots.
The Robertsons are members of and very
active with the White's Ferry Road Church
of Christ, where Duck Commander Phil
is an elder. Each episode of the series is
concluded with all of the Robertsons
together praying around their dinner table
and a closing monologue from Willie
talking about the importance of family
and togetherness.
Season 2 of Duck Dynasty is slated
to return to A&E on Oct. 10, but you
don't have to wait until then if you have
never seen it. Both A&E and the History
Channel often air re-runs and sometimes
even marathons of our bearded friends.
An episode only runs half an hour, the
perfect amount of time for a break from
homework, and it will leave you, as Phil
Robertson so often says, "Happy, happy,
happy."

l

Sports, functions, meet-

ings, service projects, Spring
Sing and great friendships
are what can be expected
from social clubs.
For those of you who
may have missed the club
interest session or possibly for those who were
there and too distracted
by Words with Friends
to really pay attention,
here is the club process,
simplified.
First things first, open
Safari, get on Pipeline and
apply to be accepted into
the process. Your deadline
is Sept. 14, which is a week
from today, so don't put it
off. Go to the social club
link on Pipeline and click ·
"Apply t o Social Club
Process." Once you've
applied, you're all set for
the first round.
You've already attended
the all-club open houses,
so it's time for open-invitation mixers. Mixers
vary from club to club,
but mostly likely, some
sort of theme will be
involved. Don't panic.
Goodwill, the dollar store
or that kid down the hall

probably has something
sufficient for almost any
theme . Whether it be
wrapping yourself up like
a Christmas present, brandishing a solid handlebar
mustache or donning an
authentic pair of mom
jeans, the possibilities are
endless. And don't forget guestbooks are important.
Sign your name on some
kind of list or book every
chance you get to make
sure they know you are
interested in their club.
Go to as many mixers
as you can. It's important
to check out as many
clubs as possible, because
they all have something
to offer. There are great
people in every club and
if you plan on spending
four years with this group
of people, you will want
to really know what they
are made of.
Junior Justin Sims,
president of TNT, offered
some advice at the information session to those
considering pledging.
"As you're approaching
this process, think about
who you want to be after
this," Sims said. "After
four years it's not really
going to matter the jersey

that you wore on Fridays
... hat's going to matter is
the type of person you've
become."
Dean Kara Abston,
assistant director of student life, led the social
club interest session and
encouraged students to
consider social clubs as
an opportunity to get
involved on campus.
"We just want you to be
connected and plugged in,
and we'll do anything we
can to help," Abston said.
Abston said that there
are more than 2,250 people
involved in social clubs,
but regardless, there is
room for you.
With 16 women's clubs
and 13 men's clubs to
choose from, the Office
of Student Life said they
hope you are able to find
a club that instills in you
Harding's mission and
goals, always focusing on
the integration of faith,
learning and living.
Listen for chapel announcements, look on
the Pipeline Whiteboard,
watch for fliers, check your
mailbox and read your
emails to keep updated
on all club events and
activites. Good luck.

O nline c olumnists:
Jess Boyd gives five tips for traveling overse~·
Payton H urst previews a life after I-Jarding.
4'19\o-
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